
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

   

  

 
  

 
 

 
  

  

 
 

  
    

  

 

  
  

  
 

   
 

 
  

   
  

 

A Hope that Enters His Presence

Text: Hebrews 6:19‐20 
We have this as a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul, a 

hope that enters into the inner place behind the curtain, where 
Jesus has gone as a forerunner on our behalf, having become a 
high priest forever after the order of Melchizedek. 

Who is a Priest? 
Hebrews 5:1 | For every high priest chosen from among 

men is appointed to act on behalf of men in relation to God, to 
offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. 

Draw Near to God with Confidence 
Hebrews 4:14–16 | Since then we have a great high 

priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son 
of God, let us hold fast our confession. For we do not have a 
high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, 
but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, 
yet without sin. Let us then with confidence draw near to the 
throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to 
help in time of need. 

Hebrews 10:19–23 | Therefore, brothers, since we have 
confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of Jesus, 
by the new and living way that he opened for us through 
the curtain, that is, through his flesh, and since we have a 
great priest over the house of God,  let us draw near with a 
true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled 
clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with 
pure water. Let us hold fast the confession of our hope with-
out wavering, for he who promised is faithful. 

1 Peter 2:9–10 | But you are a chosen race, a royal priest-
hood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that 
you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out 
of darkness into his marvelous light. 

And with Reverence & Awe 
Hebrews 10:31 | It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of 

the living God. 
Hebrews 12:28‐29 | ... let us offer to God acceptable worship, 

with reverence and awe, for our God is a consuming fire. 

The Call:  A Kingdom of Priests 
Exodus 19:1–6 | On the third new moon after the people of 

Israel had gone out of the land of Egypt, on that day they came 
into the wilderness of Sinai. 

They set out from Rephidim and came into the wilderness 
of Sinai, and they encamped in the wilderness. There Israel en‐
camped before the mountain, while Moses went up to God. The 
LORD called to him out of the mountain, saying, “Thus you shall 
say to the house of Jacob, and tell the people of Israel:  You your‐
selves have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you 
on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. 

Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and keep 
my covenant, you shall be my treasured possession among all 
peoples, for all the earth is mine; and you shall be to me a king‐
dom of priests and a holy nation. These are the words that you 
shall speak to the people of Israel.” 

Exodus 19:12 | And you shall set limits for the people all 
around, saying, ‘Take care not to go up into the mountain or 
touch the edge of it. Whoever touches the mountain shall be put 
to death. 

The Response: Fearful & Far Off
Exodus 20:18–21 | Now when all the people saw the thund‐

er and the flashes of lightning and the sound of the trumpet and 
the mountain smoking, the people were afraid and trembled, 
and they stood far off and said to Moses, “You speak to us, and 
we will listen; but do not let God speak to us, lest we die.” 

Moses said to the people, “Do not fear, for God has come to 
test you, that the fear of him may be before you, that you may 
not sin.” 

The people stood far off, while Moses drew near to the thick 
darkness where God was. 

Exodus 20:22 | And the Lord said to Moses, “Thus you 
shall say to the people of Israel: ‘You have seen for your-
selves that I have talked with you from heaven. 

Hebrews 12:18–25 | For you have not come to what may 
be touched, a blazing fire and darkness and gloom and a 
tempest and the sound of a trumpet and a voice whose 
words made the hearers beg that no further messages be 
spoken to them. For they could not endure the order that 
was given, “If even a beast touches the mountain, it shall be 
stoned.” Indeed, so terrifying was the sight that Moses said, 
“I tremble with fear.” 

But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city 
of  the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innu-
merable angels in festal gathering, and to the assembly of 
the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the 
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A Hope that Enters His Presence 

judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made per-
fect, and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to 
the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood 
of Abel. 

See that you do not refuse him who is speaking. For if they 
did not escape when they refused him who warned them on 
earth, much less will we escape if we reject him who warns 
from heaven. 

The Gospel Reveals... 
Romans 1:16 | For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is 

the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the 
Jew first and also to the Greek. 

Romans 1:17 | For in it the righteousness of God is revealed 
from faith for faith, as it is written, “The righteous shall live by 
faith.” 

Romans 1:18–19 | For the wrath of God is revealed from 
heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, 
who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth. For what can 
be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it 
to them. 

Romans 3:21–26 | But now the righteousness of God has 
been manifested apart from the law, although the Law and the 
Prophets bear witness to it— the righteousness of God through 
faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. 

For there is no distinction:  for all have sinned and fall short of 
the glory of God,  and are justified by his grace as a gift, through 
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as 
a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. 

This was to show God’s righteousness, because in his divine 
forbearance he had passed over former sins. It was to show his 
righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and 
the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 

Romans 5:1–2 | Therefore, since we have been justified 
by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  Through him we have also obtained access by faith into 
this  grace in which  we  stand, and we rejoice  in  hope  of  the glory  
of God. 

Romans 8:31–34 | What then shall we say to these things? If 
God is for us, who can be against us? He who did not spare his 
own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him 
graciously give us all things? Who shall bring any charge against 
God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 

Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more 
than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who 
indeed is interceding for us. 

Benediction 
Ephesians 3:8–12 | To me, though I am the very least of 

all the saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles 
the unsearchable riches of Christ, and to bring to light for eve‐
ryone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God 
who created all things, so that through the church the mani‐
fold wisdom of God might now be made known to the rulers and 
authorities in the heavenly places. 

This was according to the eternal purpose that he has 
realized in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we have boldness 
and access with confidence through our faith in him. 

Revelation 1:1–7 | The revelation of Jesus Christ, which 
God gave him to show to his servants the things that must soon 
take place. He made it known by sending his angel to his servant 
John, who bore witness to the word of God and to the testimony 
of Jesus Christ, even to all that he saw. Blessed is the one who 
reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those 
who hear, and who keep what is written in it, for the time is near. 

John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and 
peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and 
from the seven spirits who are before his throne, and from Jesus 
Christ the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the 
ruler of kings on earth. 

To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his 
blood and made us a kingdom, priests to his God and Father, to 
him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

Behold, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see 
him, even those who pierced him, and all tribes of the earth will 
wail on account of him. Even so. Amen. 

English Standard Version 
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